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CHILD PROTECTION POLICIES — ABORIGINAL CHILDREN 

608. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection: 

Before I ask my question, I want to apologise to the house for misleading it earlier when I said that the Premier 
had not provided answers to four questions lodged today by the opposition; in fact, it is five questions that he 
was not able to answer, even though they were lodged by 11 o’clock for question time at 4.30 pm. 

I refer to a recent speech by Hon Wayne Martin, Chief Justice of WA, at Curtin University’s annual ethics 
lecture, titled Bridging the Gap—Some Ethical Dilemmas. He said — 

The question I would like to pose, however, is whether our current policies may be an over-reaction to 
the Stolen Generation, and may provide lesser standards of care and protection to Aboriginal children 
than those applied to non-Aboriginal children, and thereby discriminate against those children. 

(1) Has the minister met with the Chief Justice to discuss that question with him; and, if not, does she 
intend to? 

(2) Is it the case that there are current child protection policy practices that apply lesser standards for 
Aboriginal children than for non-Aboriginal children? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 

I thank the member for the question. 

(1)–(2) I do not believe that we discriminate against any child because of the colour of their skin. If they are in 
need of child protection, they will be taken into care. Very sadly, some 47 per cent of Aboriginal 
children are in care at the present time. This is a gross over-representation of those children when just 
four per cent of the population is Aboriginal. If the member is asking whether I have differing 
standards, no, I do not believe that we do have differing standards when looking at bringing a child into 
care. As to whether I have met with the Chief Justice, I see the Chief Justice at times but I have not met 
him on this issue. If he wants to meet with me, I am very happy to do that. 
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